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Pastor Lex and Renée
Edmé are the founding
directors of Mission of
Hope in Grand-Goave,
Haiti, where they live
with their two children
Alexis and A. Jay.

Contact us:

¢ On MSN Messenger at
missionofhopehaiti@
hotmail.com

e By E-Malil at lex@
missionofhopehaiti.net

¢ By E-Malil at renee@
missionofhopehaiti.net

e By Telephone in Haiti
using a US phone number
at 1-978-296-4706 or
1-978-296-7260

¢ By Telephone in Haiti
using a Haiti number at
509-788-9684 (Pastor Lex)

¢ By Telephone in Haiti
using a Haiti number at
509-788-9683 (Renee)

* Visit us on the web at
missionofhopehaiti.net

The United Nations esti-
mates that there are over
300,000 child do-

water right in the home or
yard. Therefore someone has
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Water is used in quantity in
the home for cooking, clean-
ing and bathing.

mestic servants in
Haiti today. These
children are known
locally as restavek
children or children
who stay with peo-
ple.  This is very
common in the Hai-
tian culture, but it is
also a great danger
to the society. It is,
in a manner of
speaking, a form of

These are some of the youngsters we hope to help
keep from becoming restaveks with your help!

Many other chores
need to happen eve-
ryday, as well: dust-
ing, sweeping, mop-
ping, cooking, caring
for small children,
washing clothes (by
hand), washing
dishes, food shop-
ping, washing the
car (if the family is
very well off), iron-
ing...the list goes on

slavery.

and on. Restaveks

Daily life in Haiti is very to take a bucket and walk to  have become the logical solu-

demanding physically. Most the nearest water source, fill
homes do not have access to the bucket and carry it home.

James, Cephas and John recognized the call of God
on the Apostle Paul’s life and encouraged him to
preach to the gentiles while they themselves preached
to the Jews (Gal. 2). They exhorted Paul, as we see in
Galations 2:10 (NIV):

“All they asked was that we
should continue to remember
the poor, the very thing | was

eager to do.”

Just like all scripture, this verse holds true for all
generations. As we go forth to preach the Gospel we
are to also remember the poor. We are to preach the
Good News to the poor, but we are also to minister to
the physical needs of the poor. We see in James chap-
ter 2 that faith without works is dead and also that we
should actually SHOW our faith BY our works. What a
joy for us at Mission of Hope to partner together with so
many of you with like-precious faith!!!

tion to the need for help with
these chores. (continued on pg. 2)
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We are grateful that Grand-Goave suffered
very little damage from Hurricane Dean.
There continue to be issues caused by the
lack of a bridge over the river here. Pictured
above is the "temporary bridge” that was
built just over a year ago. Notice how high
the river banks are in comparison to the
bridge now. During the hurricane the impa-
tient driver of this bus (below) met his match
as the river carried his bus back to the shore.
See more photos online at
http://picasaweb.google.com/missionofhope
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Restavék...

Very often, especially in the
big city where most of the
country's jobs are found, peo-
ple will find children to come
work in the home to help with
these chores. Sometimes they
are nieces, nephews or cous-
ins, but often they are not
related at all. The parents will
often agree to send a child to
work in someone else's home
because they do not have the
means to feed, clothe and
educate the child. They be-
lieve that life will be better for
the child in or near the city.
The "masters" usually promise
to send the children to school,
which is of utmost importance
to most parents nowadays.

Sometimes the promises
are fulfilled and things do
seem better for the child.
Unfortunately, most of the
time that is not the case.
Many children are forced to
work from the pre-dawn hours
until well into the night. Many
are severely beaten and
abused mentally for not doing
their work quickly enough or
as well as their "master"
would like it to be done. And
very often they do not get to
go to school because there is
just too much work to be ac-
complished.

It may seem incredibly diffi-
cult to imagine how anyone
could willingly put their child
into such a situation and yet,

(continued from page 1)

in reality the parents usually
do this out of love for the child.
Here in Grand-Goave, as is the
case in so many of the rural
communities in Haiti, the aver-
age family has very little to
offer their children. And very
often the solution is to send
the child to Port-au-Prince to
live with another family and go
to school. The parents don't
normally know what the child
is really going through in
his/her new home.

There are several orphan-
ages in our area that are filled
mostly with children who have
families right here in Grand-
Goave. Families will try to get
at least one child into an or-
phanage because they know
that the orphanage will pro-
vide food, clothing, healthcare
and an education for that
child. But what of the mental
health of that child? Evenin a
normal family situation there's
usually quite a bit of sibling
rivalry and "Mommy likes so
and so the best." But in these
situations, very often the child
feels that they were cast out of
the family and thus are not
loved and perhaps are even
unlovable. They come to to-
tally lack self-esteem and con-
fidence. Often the young girls
will turn to men in search of an
answer to the emptiness they
are feeling and they find them-
selves becoming young moth-

ers in the same condition as
their own mothers. It is in-
deed a very vicious cycle.

At Mission of Hope we are
very aware of the problems
associated with restavek chil-
dren and are eager to do all
that we can to help people
avoid the temptation to send
their children away. What are
some of the ways that we
(you together with us!) dis-
suade parents from choosing
this route?

¢We emphasize the critical
importance of God's Word to our
lives and the power it contains
to bring about change in our
individual lives. We must al-
ways put our hope in God, not in
any man from anywhere on this
planet!

¢ We provide families with the
opportunity to give their chil-
dren a high-quality education
from age 3 until they graduate
from high school, without hav-
ing to pay the normal monthly
costs associated with sending a
child to school.

¢We provide for basic health-
care needs of these children,
which again helps alleviate
some of the financial burden of
childrearing from the parents.
¢We seek donations of food
and goods to share with children
in need the most, again helping
to lighten the weight of parent-
hood.

¢We offer counsel to families
facing extreme difficulties and
are often able to help them with

food or emergency funds.

¢We teach and we teach and
we teach. And when we're
done, we teach some more.

¢ We speak words of encour-
agement and God's love to and
for all members of the family.
+We meet with our students’
parents regularly throughout
the school year to emphasize
the responsibility that God has
given to them personally to
raise, train and educate their
children in a godly manner.

Please continue to pray
for Mission of Hope as the
Lord continues to show us
more and more opportuni-
ties to reach out to these
families facing extremely
difficult circumstances in
this life. And please, do
keep sending in your finan-
cial gifts to help us to consis-
tently offer help to those in
need. We must always re-
member that these are peo-
ple just like you - just like
me. They feel joy and they
feel pain. Jesus loves them
with the same love that He
loves us. These moms and
dads love their little ones
just like you and | do. And
these children have the
same God-given potential
that our children have. So
often one person caring can
make all the difference in a
child's life. | want to be that
one! And | believe you do,
too!

By the time this report ar-
rives in your hands school will
have opened. We are looking
forward to a great year once
again. Many of our students

started coming to school in the
month of August, looking to
geta jump start on the year.
We are very excited about
the amount of food that has

been promised to the mission
for this school year. Our
students will be well fed and
we may even have enough to
start a nutrition program for

the really little ones, 6
month—3 year old children.

Working together, we can
truly make an impact on the
lives of so many!




